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PLAN OF THE PRESENTATION

Countries considered:
the Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, 
the Slovak Republic and Slovenia

Data sources used to produce statistics on international migration 
flows 
Availability of various tabulations of international migration flows
The concept of international migration underlying official flow 
statistics
International comparability of statistics on international migration 
flows

the impact of application of different definitions on the level of 
reported migration flows (Czech Republic)

Conclusions
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SOURCES OF DATA ON INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION FLOWS

Statistical forms
nationals and non-nationals

Poland
Slovak Republic

Central Aliens Register
non-nationals

Central Population Register
nationals

Czech Republic

Hungary

Slovenia
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SOURCES OF DATA ON INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION FLOWS

Why is
Central Population Register

not used for both
nationals and non-nationals?

the lack or poor quality of core characteristics of 
international migrants in the central population 
registers for both nationals and non-nationals 
(Poland, the Slovak Republic)
the limited information on international migration of 
foreigners in the central population register (limited 
coverage in Hungary and not completed 
development of central population register in the 
Czech Republic and Slovenia)
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AVAILABILITY OF STATISTICS ON INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION

+    available
- not available
n:   information referring to nationals
f:    information referring to non-nationals
[ ]   the responsible authority or data supplier has indicated that these data may be 

available at some point in the future 

n:+ f:-[-]++Slovenia

+n:[-] f:+++Slovak Republic

+-[-]+Poland

-+++Hungary 

+[-]++Czech Republic 

By country of 
previous/next
residence

By country of 
birth

By citizenshipTotal
by age and sex

Country
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THE CONCEPT OF INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION
duration of stay criterion

Foreigners
permanent

infinite duration of stay

Nationals

EmigrationImmigration

POLAND

The crucial problems:
statistics on permanent migration cover only a minor part of 
actual international migration flows (data on temporary 
migration are collected, but their quality is highly questionable)
registration of immigration of foreigners is delayed by an 
unspecified number of years 
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THE SLOVAK REPUBLIC

THE CONCEPT OF INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION
duration of stay criterion

expiry of residence 
permits 

issue of residence 
permits to foreigners 
present in the country

Foreigners

Foreigners
permanent 

infinite duration of stay

Nationals

EmigrationImmigration

The crucial problems:
statistics on permanent migration cover only a minor part of 
actual international migration flows (data on temporary 
migration are collected, but their quality is highly questionable)
registration of immigration of foreigners is delayed by an 
unspecified number of years 



8

THE CONCEPT OF INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION
duration of stay criterion

issue of the first
residence permits
(usually for 1 year) 
foreigners are present in 
the country

Non-EEA

permanent
expiry of residence 
permits
unknown place of 
residence

3 monthsEEA

Foreigners

3 monthsNationals

EmigrationImmigration

HUNGARY

Refugees are not included

The crucial problems:
inconsistency between data on immigration and emigration for 
foreigners
inconsistency between data for nationals and non-nationals
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SLOVENIA

THE CONCEPT OF INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION
duration of stay criterion

3 months

permanent
expiry of residence 
permits

3 months     Foreigners

permanent

2 months
provided a person has a permanent 

place of residence in the country 

Nationals

EmigrationImmigration

The crucial problems:
inconsistency between data on immigration and emigration
inconsistency between data for nationals and non-nationals
temporary immigration of Slovenian citizens with permanent 
residence abroad is not covered
temporary emigration of foreigners with permanent residence in 
Slovenia is not covered
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Slovenia

Source: Statistical Yearbook of the Republic of Slovenia (various years)

permanent migration of 
the citizens of the SFR 
Yugoslavia

permanent migration of Slovenian 
citizens; permanent and temporary 
migration of foreigners

permanent 
migration of 
Slovenian 
citizens

permanent migration of Slovenian 
citizens; temporary absence from 
Slovenia because of departure 
abroad (for more than 3 months) 
and arrivals after temporary 
residing abroad

permanent and temporary 
migration of foreigners
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THE CZECH REPUBLIC

THE CONCEPT OF INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION
duration of stay criterion

permanentRefugees

1 year
actual durationNon-EEA

permanent
expiry of residence 
permits

3 months     EEA

Foreigners

permanentNationals
EmigrationImmigration

The crucial problems:
inconsistency between data on immigration and emigration for 
foreigners
inconsistency between data for nationals and non-nationals
registration of immigration of foreigners is delayed by one year (?)
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permanent migration
nationals and non-nationals

long-term migration
non-nationals
permanent 
nationals

incl. internal flows between 
the Czech Republic and the 
Slovak Republic
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INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION FLOWS BETWEEN THE CZECH REPUBLIC, POLAND AND THE 
SLOVAK REPUBLIC 
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THE CONCEPT OF THE CHANGE OF PERMANENT PLACE OF RESIDENCE

permanent migration accounts for a minor part of the long-
term migration

permanent emigration is underestimated - if both origin and 
destination countries use the concept of change of 
permanent place of residence the figures for migration flows 
according to a receiving country are higher than according 
to a sending country
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QUALITY OF IMMIGRATION STATISTICS IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC
r/s ratio, where r and s are the flows reported by receiving and sending country respectively 

54.4329.687.739.1215.5511.5014.5738.7621.3642.911.00permanentSlovakia

35.9344.188.001.732.663.163.724.023.454.212.16permanentPoland 

1.081.030.640.430.420.401.081.230.801.321.171 yearSweden 

1.621.130.310.080.150.000.290.211.800.650.001 yearFinland 

1.421.080.340.170.120.210.300.270.260.420.298 out of 12 monthsNetherlands 

0.360.360.060.140.080.110.090.120.090.110.166 monthsDenmark 

0.410.540.080.090.090.090.100.13:::3 monthsAustria 

0.140.100.050.060.070.090.100.110.120.100.10noneGermany 

20032002200120001999199819971996199519941993
Time criterion 
in definition of 
emigration

Country of 
origin

≥ 1[0.3; 1)[0.1; 0.3)[0; 0.1)
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QUALITY OF EMIGRATION STATISTICS IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC
s/r ratio, where s and r are the flows reported by sending and receiving country respectively 

28.1019.308.800.330.390.460.300.210.090.021.00permanentSlovakia

22.6132.8511.830.430.150.400.220.410.250.050.14permanentPoland 

0.350.380.220.030.050.030.050.060.030.040.041 yearSweden 

1.210.830.480.020.000.030.000.000.000.000.00none/1 yearFinland 

0.450.400.190.040.040.040.020.020.000.030.014 out of 6 monthsNetherlands 

0.200.280.090.010.020.030.050.010.020.000.02none/3 months/
6 monthsDenmark 

0.260.350.140.060.050.090.040.04:::3 monthsAustria 

0.100.100.060.030.030.040.030.020.020.010.01noneGermany 

20032002200120001999199819971996199519941993
Time criterion 
in definition of 
immigration

Country of 
destination

…/… information referring to immigration of nationals / non-nationals
…/…/… information referring to immigration of nationals / other EU citizens / non-EU citizens

≥ 1[0.3; 1)[0.1; 0.3)[0; 0.1)
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CONCLUSIONS

statistical data do not comply with the United Nations 
recommendations on statistics of international 
migration
the concept of change of permanent place of residence 
applied to statistics on international migration is 
completely outdated and does not reflect the actual 
flows 
statistics on international migration flows are 
underestimated, because rules regarding mandatory 
registration are a dead letter in the Central European 
countries 


